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Editor’s Introduction
Welcome to the January/February edition of the Bulletin and Council would like to wish
Members a belated Happy New Year. Let us hope the year steadily improves generally for all
of us but also for our hobby.
There have been no meetings since the last Bulletin as Members will be aware, so this
Bulletin consists of articles and information supplied by Members and some compiled by the
Editor. I would like to thank those who sent in some material.
A member of the public found our website and contacted me via the CSPS email address.
They wrote: ‘After inheriting a collection from his grandfather, my son has recently gotten
really passionate about stamp collecting. Since he’s a teen and I seize the opportunity to
spend more time with him, I’ve also gotten on board, and I’m learning a lot about it! Since this
is a new hobby for both of us, I’ve done a lot of research on the topic, and my studies brought
me to you site.’ The writer went on to say, ‘If you’d like to add any additional information to
your resource pages for newbie stamp collectors, I’ve found these very helpful. I hope they
are helpful, but either way, thanks for the inspiration.’ I have included the links later in the
Bulletin and they will be added to our website in due course. There may not be anything here
for the seasoned collector but for anyone new to the hobby, or for Members with
grandchildren, they are I think a useful set of resources.
Margaret

Society Meetings remain suspended
In March last year the Society suspended the Monday monthly evening meetings due to the Covid
19 restrictions as Members will recall, due to the imminent lockdown, safety of Members and the
need to restrict travel. The Society was looking for a new venue as well and with the restrictions in
place this has proved difficult and venues where a hire fee is payable are too expensive as things
stand. Your Council decided in June to suspend meetings until March 2021, hoping we would
have a new venue to announce in this Bulletin and that restrictions would be easing or lifted.
Sadly, neither of these have come about at present.
While there is the possibility of a new venue at a Civil Service location in Central London due to an
office move, this is only tentative at this stage and if it can be negotiated and has a suitable room
for us, it would not be available for some time. The persistence of Covid 19 and the restrictions
preclude us meeting anyway although there is hope of something better as 2021 progresses.
Given the age of the Membership who attend, safety is also of concern and with the possibility of
an even lower attendance than usual and the issue of just two Bulletins a year to inform Members,
the following has been decided. The CSPS meetings will remain suspended until September 2021
at this stage. If matters change before then and we can meet before the summer break, the
Members who attend the monthly meetings, even irregularly, will be notified by the Secretary and
if there is enough uptake, we could resume assuming we then have a new venue.

In the last Bulletin the question was asked about meetings on Zoom which potentially would allow
Members wherever they are located, assuming they have internet access, to join. The Secretary
heard from a very few Members and the response was mixed. This idea has now been dropped.
President and Council of the CSPS

A message from the Chief Exchange Branch Superintendent
We are fast approaching the years end. Hertfordshire is now in tier 4. In a lot of ways this year has
been a sad one for CSPS. Our monthly evening meetings had to be cancelled due to Covid19
precautions at Bush House. Soon after Inland Revenue (HMRC) who were our hosts confirmed
that they would be moving out of the building before the end of the year and as we had been
informed of a move, this was not unexpected. We were now homeless. Looking on the bright side
there was still a postal auction to look forward to and the Exchange Branch (EB) has continued to
function.
The EB has been affected by the pandemic as restrictions made it difficult to get to post offices.
In at least one case the Royal Mail decided to close the local office. Some deliveries were
delayed owing to staff being absent and work places having to adapt to the new safety rules.
I give my thanks to those members who have so ably supported the EB by sending in books for
circulation and who have had to accept the delays imposed by the pandemic.
I give my thanks also to the EB members for their efforts in keeping packets moving as fast as was
possible. As it is the heavy time for moving parcels and packets during the Christmas to New Year
period, I discouraged the sending of CSPS packets because of the high risk of loss. Today's
newspaper recorded the Royal Mail as saying in some cases there was a four week delay in
deliveries owing to the volume of business and the staffing patterns. We should hopefully be able
to resume posting in the new year.
The EB has lost a number of members this year, some to natural causes and two have decided to
call it a day and stop collecting. I have just turned 78 and have been collecting since I was 5 years
old and could understand what a postage stamp was and what it showed and where it came from.
Some years ago I realised that I would have to reduce my areas of collecting, and perhaps
concentrate on a much smaller collection. This being so I understand when members say they are
giving up, not necessarily all collecting, but perhaps just looking for the missing bits and so this is
EB's loss. Although reduced in numbers the section has enough members to continue for a while
longer. There will come a time when the viability of the section will have to be reviewed. Speaking
to Members I was made aware that a lot of collectors are turning to the eBay and similar
companies. In the case of vendors, the speed of sales holds attractions when up against the long
circulation time of the EB packet. This long time is inevitable as EB is and has been, a totally
postal service since the loss of the London groups and the IDS van service.
I will continue to keep the EB up and running as long as possible. Best wishes and I look forward
to the new year and some happier times.
Chief Exchange Branch Superintendent December 2020

French connection
One of our members, Chris Spencer, contacted me with a request concerning French First Day
Covers from the 1960s onwards. The request and background information are contained in the
following section and so if any member can help at all then please contact the Editor, preferably by
email but by post if necessary and I will pass your details on to Chris and then you can
communicate at leisure.
Chris writes: I have, some might say, an eclectic taste in most things and my stamp collections are
witness to the diversity and complexity brought about by being catholic in my tastes. One of my
sideline/thematic collections concerns the brilliant series of Art (Tableau) stamps first issued by
France in early November 1961. My 'introductory' page to this collection explains its' origins - in
1961 my late wife and I found a caretaker's flat to live in, the concession to it being 'rent free' being
that we kept the owner's offices clean, and the garden neat and tidy. The top floor of the premises
was rented out to a small firm of property valuers, and, for a nominal amount/stipend we also

agreed to clean their offices. It is pertinent perhaps to mention that we were young, my new wife
pregnant, and, I was a newly appointed EO in the MPNI.
One evening in December 1961, whilst emptying waste paper baskets, they were quite literally
exactly that, I found a large discarded envelope franked by the top (one Franc) value of the first
series of Tableau stamps - a reproduction at miniscule art level of Roger de la Fresnaye painting
'14 Juillet' (SG1554). I was mesmerised by the stamp (I still have it, carefully soaked off, which I
now wish I had not done), and the rest, as they say, is history, for I now have some fourteen
volumes of said Tableau stamps on cover!
Now, my plea for help is to do with French First Day Covers, from the 1960s onwards. I have failed
to identify any catalogue which lists them comprehensively and I desperately would like to know
what I am missing - there is no doubt that a well produced illustrated envelope can enhance both
the stamp and its' presentation. I am also handicapped by being linguistically useless - and need
to use a dictionary with any foreign catalogue.
To put some perspective on the question, I can list various different types of cover and associated
products - whilst at the same time emphasising that there is nothing quite like a legitimate
commercial cover where the stamp has paid its' way and earned its' keep!! If I were more of a
master of my PC and scanner it would be possible to give you illustrations to make my query more
understandable, but, for example I have three very different First Day Covers from 10th November
1961 - Historique Numbered 401; marquee depose un-numbered and PAC numbered 465, all
postmarked Paris. But, were/are there others? In ensuing years I have Silk, CEF, Numismatique
and variations of CEF, supplementary versions of both Historique and PAC, and often special use
covers later than First Day. And there are, of course, maximum cards, sometimes actually of the
original art work, but often not.
Chris Spencer
As I mentioned at the start of this section if you can help Chris, please get in touch.

GB Special Stamp Programme 2021
The full programme for 2021 was not to hand when production of this Bulletin was nearing
completion except for the details of the 14th January 2021 issue, which is for Great Britain’s
National Parks. In April this year the 70th Anniversary of the establishment of National Parks is
reached. There are currently 15 such parks in England, Scotland and Northern Ireland and they
cover about 10 per cent of the land area of the three counties. The stamp issue consists of ten
First Class stamps showing the National Parks: the first four established in 1951 Dartmoor, Lake
District, Snowdonia and the Peak District, then North York Moors and Pembrokeshire Coast
established in 1952, the Braods established in 1989 but not technically a National Park, Loch
Lomond and The Trossachs established in 2002, New Forest established 2005 and the most
recent South Downs National Park, established in 2010.

Stop press - GB Special Stamp Programme
The GB Special Stamp Programme was released at the beginning of the year and so has just
made the Bulletin.
14th January
National Parks (set of 10 x 1st class + retail booklet)
th
26 January
United Kingdom – A Celebration
16th February
Only Fools and Horses (40th Anniversary of the TV programme)
16th March
Legend of King Arthur
15th April
Classic science fiction
th
4 May
Wars of the Roses (1455-1487)
28th May
Music Giants V – Paul McCartney
June
Topic tbc
st
1 July
Denis and Gnasher (Comic strip)
22nd July
Wild coasts
th
12 August
Industrial Revolutions

2nd September
17th September
19th October
2nd November

British Army Vehicles
Topic tbc
Rugby Union
Christmas 2021

This programme is subject to change. This year HM The Queen celebrates her 95 th birthday and
HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, will mark his 100th birthday on 10th June 2021 so might we
see issues for these birthdays too? I wonder if the June issue which has no details currently will be
for this purpose.

Jersey Stamp Programme 2021
The Lunar New Year issue from Jersey Post on the 5th January 2021 was for the Year of the Ox
with a single stamp and a miniature sheet.
The remaining issues for the first three months of 2021 are as follows but subject to change:
17 February

Historic Jersey Maps

17 February

Jersey Post & Go – Jersey Coastal Towers

1 March

Flockdown – The Story of the Lockdown Birds

11 March

EUROPA – Endangered National Wildlife: Jersey Seabirds & Marine Life

Information courtesy of Jersey Post.

Aspects of our hobby
Perfins
In Victorian times members of staff were prosecuted and even on occasions imprisoned for
stealing postage stamps from their employers. Social conditions were quite different to today with
little assistance and the prospect of the workhouse if you fell on hard times. The postage stamp
could be considered as negotiable currency and small payments were often made with them.
Something that you may not realise is that mint stamps could be received in payment for goods
and converted into money at a Post Office for a small commission. Postal orders only came into
use on the 1st January 1881. We don’t know if Victorian employees were stealing stamps to stick
on their letters, but that is probably unlikely, but the firms receiving postage stamps as payment
might put temptation in the way of an employee to steal stamps to cash in at the Post Office, so
something needed to be done.
In 1867 some companies, for example WH Smith and Sons and Copestake Moore Crampton and
Company, had permission from the General Post Office to put their company initials on the back of
the stamps. This was a deterrent but of course was rendered more difficult as proof of theft as
soon as the stamp was affixed to a piece of mail. The answer was the PERFIN (PERforated
INitials) used to mark a firms’ initials on the stamp by a series of holes and this was approved by
GPO in a letter to Joseph Sloper on the 13th March 1868. Towards the end of the official notice is
a key point that by removing the opportunity to sell the stolen postage stamps, theft would be
largely prevented. Great Western Railway started very early with using this method to prevent
fraud. Until 1873 some firms were using full names on their stamps. It was legal but the GPO were
not happy at this point and tried to force firms just to make the perfin depict the company initials.
There are many thousands of different types of perfins available to collect and different things can
be gleaned from them. For example, to speed up the process of applying the perfin, the sheet of
stamps could be folded in half and the perfin then appears to have been made through the back of
the stamp.
But who was Joseph Sloper? He was born about 1812 and his business life started in 1839 when
he was a painter and decorator based in Oxford Street, London. He was skilled in making
mechanical inventions and on the 1st September 1858 he was granted patent rights for an
invention which 10 years later was employed to produce the perfins.

Information for this article was gleaned from Cross Post Volume 7 Number 4, pages 145 and 146
and brought to my attention by one of our members, Paul Harris.

Birds on stamps by Margaret Emerson
As members may know and certainly those who attend our meetings and see some of my displays
and purchases at the CSPS auctions will be aware, I collect birds on stamps. Although I haven’t
displayed them in any great quantity so far, as it is certainly a vast collecting area and for the
moment I’m accumulating rather than mounting and displaying, I thought I would write a piece for
this bulletin concerning bird stamps. Members may remember that I gave a small display of birds
when I was questioning the best way to categorise and display them at one of our meetings in
2019.
Last year when Bob, Ian and myself were clearing out the cupboards at Bush House there were
some remnants of the library including a bundle of articles which our librarian had marked as
‘assumed to be filed’. One of these caught my eye as it was entitled the History of Bird Stamps.
The author of the piece in Gibbons Stamp Monthly (July 1996), P J Lanspeary, states that the first
postage stamp with a bird forming part of the main design was printed in 1845 by the Basle
Cantonal Administration, which of course is now part of Switzerland. No species was given but Mr
Lanspeary goes on to say and that it is known as the Dove of Basle. This particular stamp is rare
and expensive as it was issued for the introduction of prepaid postage. It has been reproduced by
several countries on special stamp issues, for example in Nicaragua in 1976.
It was not until 1851 when another bird design appeared, a 1 Cent US carriers stamp which
featured the bald eagle, the national bird of the country. Up to 1900 birds were limited mostly to
one value in a pictorial set.
The author goes on to mention that the first bird set is probably that issued in Japan in 1875. Up to
1900 there were relatively few bird issues, under 50 and from just 12 countries and if you think
about the issues from Western Australia featuring the Swan, those will account for a number of
them. With the advent of airmail stamps in the 1930s birds were the obvious choice for part of the
design. The number of bird stamps and indeed any issue of stamps, has increased markedly over
the years. The writer comments that up to 1996 the average annual output of bird stamps was
around 300. I wonder what that figure would be today in 2021?
As far as my collecting goes, I have tended to concentrate a little bit more on types of birds when I
attend fairs and was on the lookout for penguins, owls, stylised birds or comic type designs and
and more recently, I have been looking for what we would call garden birds.

Not quite what they seem
Forgeries 1
It often amazes me that people would go to the trouble of counterfeiting low value and common
stamps but presumably there has been money to be made over the years, and probably if they are
common stamps and there are so many available, the counterfeiters think that authorities would
not be looking for such examples.
I imagine counterfeit stamps for many countries have been produced but I was not really aware of
such issues for Canada until a philatelic article from 1971 was brought to my attention by one of
our members. There was a piece in BNA Topics magazine from 1971 concerning counterfeit six
cent stamps and the author of the article, Stanley Lum, commented that $2million worth of 6c
stamps were seized in Québec. Apparently in addition to this a woman was charged with
possession of 100,000 counterfeit 6c stamps. The author goes on to say that he had been carrying
out a hunt at that time through a vast amount of stamps and had found several copies. He goes on
to say that the colour of the forgery is good compared with the genuine stamp, but the design
looks flat and suggests that the easiest way to spot a counterfeit 6 cent is to check the hair and
eyes of Her Majesty the Queen, which are solid blobs of colour lacking detail. At the time the
author was looking for covers and copies of the stamp to try and give a place and a date where
the counterfeit issue was used and mint examples might show a difference between the gum on a
genuine stamp and a counterfeit.
But what is a forgery? One philatelist Peter J Hurst has given the definition of new material and
made to deceive the collector. A counterfeit stamp is made to defraud the post office of the

respective nation and Stanley Lum suggests that is the definition for the difference, so a forgery is
a forgery but a counterfeit is actually both.
Another article from the same publication in October 1971, written by E H Hausmann with help
from Stanley Lum, shows that the number of Canadian counterfeit issues is actually quite large.
The 1954 to 1961 4c violet value has been seen as a counterfeit and the article written in 1971
states that 8 stamps were found in Montreal. They have a washed-out appearance compared to
genuine stamps. It may be that those were the only ones and the author states that no convictions
were made. The 1960 to 1963 4c carmine stamp was also counterfeited and on this occasion
6,777,000 copies were recovered at the same time as printing presses and other required
materials. Six people were charged and one convicted but it may seem strange that the sentence
was just a day in prison and $1000 fine.
The 1967 to 1971 4c carmine issue is also found as counterfeits and 7,500 sheets of 100 stamps
each were recovered. In this case one person was arrested and charged and again the sentence
was one day in jail and $1000 fine. It is not thought that any of the stamps are still in existence.
The 1967 to 1971 6c orange stamp appears to have been counterfeited by a group of eight. Paper
was found and plates, then the printing presses, a number of small stocks of the stamp and then a
larger quantity. In April 1969 a local resident in Montréal was arrested for having two aluminium
plates bearing the impression of the 1968 issue of the stamps and 500 sheets of gummed paper. If
this quantity of sheets had been converted into counterfeit stamps they would have been worth
about half a million dollars. This person was convicted and received a six month suspended jail
sentence. In June 1969 in Québec province this time, a cottage was searched and over 700,000
counterfeit six cent stamps were seized, a printing press, perforator and other equipment. In
January the following year a raid on a dwelling in Montréal led to the discovery of 450 counterfeit
stamps of this issue and the person received 15 days in prison plus $100 fine. In April an
individual was arrested in Toronto for possession of a few hundred and yet another was arrested
in Montréal in May 1970 with 2000 counterfeit stamps and he was sentenced to 1 hour in jail and a
$100 fine. On 28th August 1970 in Montréal over 100,000 counterfeit stamps were recovered and a
woman arrested, charged and sentenced to jail for four months. Hausmann goes on to state that
the last two cases made the newspapers and dealers started to check their stamps whenever they
arrived in bulk. Stanley Lum himself looked through 15 pounds weight of six cent stamps and
found six counterfeit issues. “I was going nutty,“ he said, “after looking through that many copies.”
At the beginning of this piece I commented as to why people would bother to counterfeit low value
stamps and the author E H Hausmann has made a similar comment. Postal inspectors explained
to him that the counterfeiters would sell them in bulk and perhaps a retailer would take $20 or $30
worth at a time and the middlemen who pass on the counterfeit stamps are dealing in much bigger
quantities. It was also commented that at the highest levels of counterfeiting, the operations are
run by crime syndicates who are probably also counterfeiting money, passports, travellers
cheques, driving licenses and so on.
Just in case you would like to ‘go nutty’ looking through Canadian definitive kiloware or old
collections, the way you can recognise the stamps apparently is that they are printed by
lithography and have a smooth surface texture, whereas the originals are slightly rippled, the
perforation is 12.5 x 12.5 when it should be 12.5 x 12, the Queen’s hair appears matted and is
almost a solid area of orange colour and has very few wavy lines in its formation, the back of the
neck and shoulder of the Queen are not well defined, and on some copies a spot of orange ink is
seen on the first window on the left side of the train.
Another author when talking about counterfeit stamps from 1967 to 1973, mentions that about 200
copies of counterfeit stamps exist in collectors’ hands and 50 are on cover or piece. Of the covers,
many seem to have been mailed to the Quebec Minister of Revenue from different places in
Québec using the 6c orange counterfeit and they are assumed to be philatelic in origin and not
genuine. Some dealers received mint counterfeit stamps and have had these cancelled to order
and in this case they have a portion of a circular date cancel across the corner of the stamp, but
this is quite indistinct and such stamps will have the gum still on the reverse.
The 6 cent Canadian issue in late 1972 was found to have been printed on the gummed side and
that was the case as the paper would be gummed before printing with PVA gum. They are a rarity
but several sheets were sold at the Sault post office and customers returned them because they

wouldn’t stick! The stamps are worth many thousands of dollars each and if you are unfortunate to
put one into water, that’s assuming you have one in the first place, the whole design will wash
away so this is not recommended!
Information for this article was gleaned from BNA Topics June-July 1971 page 177 by Stanley
Lum, BNA Topics October 1971 pages 254 to 256 by E H Hausmann, The 1967 to 73 definitive
issue by Irwin and Freedman and from Centennial definitive issues by Laroche pages 12 and 13
with thanks to Paul Harris for bringing them to my attention.

Forgeries 2
The Forgeries of Hong Kong Queen Victoria issues
Spiro forgeries
From 1864 Spiro Brothers based in Hamburg, started to produce lithographic forgeries of stamps
of the world and in total produced about 500 types. They were known as ‘reproductions’ because
the lithograph method of printing was not intended to deceive any postal authority or stamp
collector but they are often called ‘imitations’. They were only sold to dealers and so those
reproductions found their way to dealers and old stamp albums. This meant there was a chance
that collectors would purchase them based on the catalogue value of the genuine stamps. At this
point the reproductions should probably be called forgeries as the collector would be duped into
purchasing what they thought were real stamps.
The following information concerning Spiro forgeries is related to the issues of Hong Kong where
the imitated stamps of Queen Victoria were printed in sheets of 25. The imitations were of the first
issue of Queen Victoria which as genuine stamps were on unwatermarked paper and issued in
1862, the second issue on watermarked crown cc paper from 1863 to 1871 and the third issue, the
16 cent surcharging the 18 cents and 28 cents on 30 cents issued 1876 to 1877 and the fourth
issue of 16 cents in 1877. All of these stamps were pre-cancelled by either the B62 killer cancel in
black or a fancy cancellation. All the imitations are believed to have been produced from the early
part of the 1870s up to 1879.
So how can you tell if you have a genuine stamp from Hong Kong or a Spiro forgery? The
forgeries can be detected as follows: they are printed by lithography on unwatermarked and
ungummed paper, the perforation is 11 to 13, the width of the frame is 19 to 19.5 mm and the
height 22.5 mm, there are 73 lines in the background shading which touches the frame line, there
is no outline printed in front of the Queens forehead and nose and they are cancelled by B62 in
black or by a fancy cancel.

Sperati forgeries
The 1865 96 cents issue of Hong Kong can be found as a Sperati forgery. Sperati made die proofs
in black and in colour and produced used and unused reproductions on genuine stamp paper.
There are two dies in olive green and olive bistre. The forgeries can be detected as they are
printed by photo-lithograph not typography, they are olive green and olive bistre and the latter is a
more yellow colour than the genuine bistre, the paper is stained on the reverse whereas the
genuine stamps are on white to toned paper, there is no gum and the impression on the forgeries
is not as clear as an original.
I am grateful to Paul Harris for sending me the information for this section.

Views from the Membership
New issues from Royal Mail
In recent times Royal Mail has issued stamps to advertise films from the United States such as
Star Wars which has had four issues and various Marvel comic book characters, issued in March
2019. In November 2020 Star Trek was featured. What this has to do with British culture is
anyone’s guess. Added to the above have been popular music themes such as those of the
Beatles, Elton Jon and Queen. Classical music seems to be forgotten. Last year marked the 250th
anniversary of the birth of Ludvic van Beethoven. Okay, he’s not English but music is a universal
language which is appreciated by everyone. Several countries issued stamps including Jersey.
Royal Mail has ignored the event which in my view is important. It is coupled with the fact that

2020 is also the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. Beethoven played an important part in
Britain during the Second World War. The evening news bulletin from the BBC always played the
opening notes of Beethoven’s Fifth symphony using drums. as those notes coincide with the V for
victory using Morse code i.e. dot dot dot dash. This was a morale booster for the British public.
It could be argued that Royal Mail does not commemorate overseas personalities, but it does. In
2019 a series of stamps was issued depicting the art of Leonardo da Vinci who died in 1519, so it
could be said that this issue commemorated the 500th anniversary of his death. Back in 1990 was
the 50th anniversary of The Battle of Britain. Commemorated? No. There was a series of gallantry
awards which could’ve been awarded at any time. The Victoria Cross was introduced at the time
of the Crimean War and was to be awarded to all ranks. For the 75th anniversary of the Battle of
Britain sheet stamps were not issued, only a miniature sheet of six stamps with mixed values.
However, the bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo was commemorated both by sheet stamps and
miniature sheet.
John Davies

Royal Mail - Commemoratives and the Chief Executive
A recent set of commemoratives stamps was issued to mark the anniversary of Coronation Street,
the popular soap opera from ITV. One of our members has commented that Royal Mail failed to
show the long-established opening sequence of the ginger cat on the rooftops. In November of
2020 there was yet another issue, Star Trek, which again is from the USA and the same member
wonders why that has to be part of a GB stamp issue.
Royal Mail Chief Executive Rico has resigned after being in Switzerland during most of the
pandemic. He was recruited within Royal Mail in 2018 with a golden hello amounting to £6 million
but has now been given a further £480,000 pay off with full pay until August 2020 and a further
£50,000 legal fees although it is not known what these are for and another £25,000 for
outplacement support, whatever that is. Our member commented that like his predecessor he has
not been able to do anything about mail being inproperly cancelled.
Details submitted by John Davies

Postal service in the news
Change of postage rates
Royal Mail decided to up the overseas postal rates as from September 2020 because of the loss
of revenue due to coronavirus. Also, they’ve introduced a third zone area, the United States. So
the five zones now are 1 UK, 2 Europe, 3 Canada, South America, Africa, Middle East and Far
East, 4 Australia, New Zealand, Pacific and 5 United States. With this new pricing structure, I
wonder if further rate increases will be made as is normal at the end of March 2021.
John Davies
No sooner had John written that and Royal Mail announced that postage rates were set to
increase on 1st January 2021 and not at the end of March as is usually the case. The price of a
First Class stamp will increase by 9p to 85p and the price of a Second Class stamp will increase
by a modest 1p to 66p. Royal Mail states that this is necessary to help ensure the sustainability of
the one price Universal Service Obligation. So far during the coronavirus pandemic there has been
a fall of twenty-eight per cent in letters, resulting in a loss of revenue of £180 million in the first half
of 2020. Royal Mail has faced additional costs related to COVID-19, stated to be £85 million for
the first six months of the year, which includes protective equipment, covering a higher level of
absences with overtime and agency staff and the impact of social distancing measures.
Royal Mail states though that its stamp prices are among the best value in Europe and that the
European average price for a First Class letter up to 100g is £1.21. Royal Mail has not mentioned
any price increases for parcels.
The increase in postal rates also affects the cost of a collectors’ strip of six Post and Go values. It
was £11.64 and will now be £13.84 as the classes have change again. The values are now 1st

Class up to 100g, 1st Class Large Letter up to 100g, Euro 100g/World 20g, Worldwide up to 100g,
Europe large 100g, Worldwide Large 100g.
BBC News reported on 19th November 2020 that Royal Mail had said that revenue from parcel
deliveries had surpassed letters for the first time, largely as a result of a big increase in online
shopping during the pandemic. Revenue from parcels rose by nearly 10 per cent in the first half of
the financial year and turnover from parcels now makes up 60 per cent of its total revenue. There
was still a big drop in profits not least costs including those for extra staff to sort the increased
parcel volume, as this is done by hand. The pre-tax profit fell just over 90 per cent to £17m.
Mention has been made above about the increased costs related to Covid-19 but there was also
the impact to the tune of £147m on voluntary redundancies as restructuring continues. Revenue
from letters dropped but for parcels rose by just over 33 per cent.

Horizon system dispute
There has been an ongoing dispute between the Post Office and some of its employees at various
Post Office branches regarding alleged financial irregularities. A total of 600 postmasters have
taken a class action concerning the Horizon computer system used at Post Offices to show it is
not fraudulent activity on their part. This first came to light several years ago and an investigation
by Computer Weekly in 2009 found that sub-postmasters who run Post Office branches, were
being blamed for unexpected financial losses and many were subsequently prosecuted for theft
and false accounting. In November 2013 some 150 sub-postmasters filed claims over the “faulty”
Horizon system. In August 2017 campaigners submitted initial evidence in a group litigation
against the Post Office over the Horizon IT system and in November 2018 the case began in the
High Court.
It was reported in Private Eye in November 2018 that the Post Office wanted large amounts of the
evidence removed from hearings as being irrelevant to the case. A lot of this evidence concerned
experiences the staff had encountered with the Horizon system and how the subsequent matters
had been handled. However, this was thrown out by the judge in question who stated that ‘The
Post Office is simply attempting to restrict evidence for public relations reasons.’ To the end of
2018 the legal costs had already amounted to £10 million. In May 2019 the Court of Appeal
refused the Post Office’s application to appeal a major decision in the trial and in December 2019
the Post Office settled its long-running legal dispute and agreed to pay £57.75m in damages. Still
to this day many sub-postmasters are still fighting to clear their names.
From Private Eye November 2018 ‘Fighting the System’ provided by John Davies and additional
information found by the Editor in a report in Computer Weekly 6th November 2020

Postage stamps old and new
New Zealand Health Stamps
The printing plates for the Smiling Boys Health Stamp issue had already been prepared when on
the 26th June 1931 the postal rates changed. The inland 1d rate was increased to 2d and the ½d
rate for printed matter rose to 1d. It seems that this was an emergency measure to raise funds but
in this period many countries increased their rates due to the inflation at that time. In Britain, for
example, in June 1920 our basic letter rate was 2d up to 3 ounces but on the 29th May 1922 it
became 1½d up to 1 ounce then on the 14th May 1923 still remaining at 1½ d, the basic weight
became 2 ounces. This remained until the 1st May 1940 when it became 2½d up to 2 ounces.
After 17 years the rate became 3d on the 1st October 1957 !
In New Zealand the plates were put into use ‘as is’ but the New Zealand postal administration
forgot about the UPU colour scheme. The 1d should have been green and the 2d in red.
There is a change in the size of the charity value and the dot under the D. Altogether some 74,802
1d plus 1d stamps were sold and 111,929 2d plus 1d sold. I do not know what the survival rate is
but for some reason the stamps have had a Gibbons catalogue price attached to them, certainly
from my point of view, as I have several much lower ‘sold’ or printed stamps relating to Italiana
which are far cheaper. I’ve consulted Gibbons Part 1 and note the 1929 and 1930 stamps are the
same based on the 1904 Danish Christmas seals, but have two different inscriptions. The first was

‘Help stamp out tuberculosis’ followed in 1930 by ‘Help promote health’. The ‘Smiling Boy’ stamps
were issued on the 31st October 1931.
Again from my point of view I’ve been interested in print figures for a long time to gauge the value,
to me, of a cover or card with stamps doing the job they were intended to do. As a ‘rule of thumb’ I
consider anything under 5000 to be scarce or difficult but even so it is surprising how often these
stamps appear in the Italian auctions in my society!
John Davies

Swiss Covid stamps
The COVID-19 solidarity stamp issued by the Swiss post office on the 6th April 2020 is perhaps
unusual. The face value of the stamp shows that it is 1 Franc with a surcharge for charity purposes
of 5 Francs. However, it is customary when buying such stamps, the general public is charged at
both rates. This is true, for example, with a Swiss Pro Juventute issue, with its subject relating to
‘happy childhood’ when two values will have a combined selling price of 2.75 Francs, 0.85 plus
0.40 featuring finger painting and 1.00 plus 0.50 featuring a Christmas gift.
To come back to the COVID-19 issue, the stamps are printed in sheets of 10 stamps and will cost
Fr.5 which is the cost of the surcharge only. The Swiss Post will bear the cost of the 1 Franc. It is
possible that this is the first time in philatelic history that stamps used on a postal package have
the cost met by the postal authorities. On this occasion this issue was not included in subscriptions
and did not have any special handstamps for the first day of issue. Equally special envelopes and
covers were not supplied.
All the proceeds from the sales of this issue will be divided between Swiss Solidarity, which will
look after those affected by the COVID-19 and the Swiss Red Cross. In the September edition of
Gibbons Stamp Monthly it was reported that within three weeks of going on sale over Fr.1 million
had been raised. It is believed that all post office branches received this issue on the 9th April
2020 and therefore this is the first day of issue or use. The issue continued to be available until the
31st December 2020 while stocks lasted. By John Davies

Special events issue from Switzerland
Four 1 Franc stamps featuring various birds, have the core message of the letter. Each stamp
symbolises the importance of the letter and its value (to the addressee), with the four stamps each
representing why a letter should be sent. The stork represents birth as well as birthdays and
greetings in general. Equally it could mean congratulations on exam results, christenings or a new
home. The swan motif refers more generally to themes such as love or thank you and is suitable
for weddings and or Mother’s Day. The swallow is traditionally a symbol of farewell, grief and
mourning, travel or retirement but also represents a new start or a reunion. Finally, the songbirds
can be used to adorn any letter of friendship especially ‘thank you’ letters.
A special cover depicting a bird with a sealed cover was produced and a special first date of issue
handstamp of 3rd September 2020 was available. Sales of the stamps continue until the 30th
September 2021 while stocks last. By John Davies

Postal History and Postmarks
In July a special cancel was applied to mail to mark the passing of Jack Charlton with his
name, year of birth and year of death around the outside of a football design. John “Jack”
Charlton OBE DL was born on 8th May 1935 and died at his home in Northumberland on 10
July 2020, aged 85. He was an English footballer and manager and was part of the England
team that won the 1966 World Cup. He managed the Republic of Ireland national team from
1986 to 1996. His entire club career, 1950 to 1973, was spent playing for Leeds United.

Something unusual
Mail does not only have traditional postage stamps attached but might come with Post and
Go fast stamps, computer generated labels, Horizon labels which will be applied at a Post
Offcie counter, with postage paid impressions and so on. I am sure we receive more mail
with the latter now than with stamps applied by the sender. The following item overleaf
caught my eye recently in a bundle of cancels. It has a stamp type impression depicting part
of the Houses of Parliament and what is traditionally known as Big Ben, a postage paid
pseudo-cancel and wavy lines plus the words Royal Mail and an M. The image contains the
letters P.P. If any Member knows anymore about this the Editor would be glad to hear from
you.

Looking back at postmarks
Over the year there have been many instructional slogan postmarks and the selection shown
below come from a folder of cancellations collected by our late President, Derek Rock. It was
sold at one of our auctions and your Editor has found a number of interesting cancels in the
bulging A4 folder. I am sure I will be drawing on these for some time to come.
The first example overleaf is dated 13th April 1959 and states PLEASE PUT YOUR
CORRECT ADDRESS ON YOUR OWN NOTEPAPER. The second example shows the back
of an envelope with the sealed flap and has the instruction Senders name and address on
the back of the envelope ensures prompt return on undeliverable letters.

The next two are from the 1960s and bottom left is a fancy cancellation applied in Norwich
showing letters and the instruction Norwich addresses NEED postal codes. Below right is a
cancel applied in Belfast stating Belfast addresses NEED a district number. In both cases the
word need is made more prominent.

Slogans concerning postcodes were common for a number of years and the first two
examples overleaf from 1970 and 1971 simply state, Remember to use the postcode. The
CDS portion of the cancel is to the left in the first one and the right on the other as you can
see.

The styles changed and the example below left is from 1980 Be properly addressed
Postcode IT and from 1990 below right Pass on your postcode.

Specific sorting offices would be mentioned as well as they became mechanised. The two
examples overleaf are from Sheffield and Manchester and the first slogan reads Sheffield is a
mechanised Letter Office Please use postcodes. The second version has Manchester for the
location but it is interesting to note that the Sheffield cancel has M.L.O. in the CDS for
Mechanised Letter Office while the Manchester example does not.

December 2020 slogan cancellations
This edition of the Bulletin often contains information concerning Christmas slogans on mail and
this one is no exception. For much of 2020 nothing had been as normal and this even affected the
Christmas slogan cancel. Possibly as a result of the large number of items of mail being
processed due to an increase in online orders and staff absences due to Covid-19, the cancel
simply reads Shop Early, Send Early this Christmas send royalmail.com
Normally last posting dates would appear on mail heading up to Christmas. Two examples are
shown below with and without the Royal Mail indicia.

At this point a slight digression to the actual Christmas stamp. This year the images were of
church stained glass windows. The images had to be of the actual windows but the designer
possibly could have seen that the yellow vertical line on the second class stamp would
partially block out the 2nd value, although this appears in white over the image, and I wonder
if to those with impaired eyesight, it would have seemed like a 1.
The cancel below left applied in Exeter on 21st December reads Merry Christmas from
everyone at Royal Mail! The machine clearly was having a few issues. Depending on the
machine used this slogan also comes in another format with the Royal Mail indicia to the left
and the slogan to the right of the date portion of the cancellation, shown below right.

Another slogan that was on mail during December in 2020 reads We can all help each other stay
connected #LetsTalkLoneliness and the Lets Talk Loneliness words also feature in a speech
bubble. This comes in different layouts and with or without the Delivered by Royal Mail indicia.

Finally, for this section, are two cancellations concerning the NHS contract tracing app. The
wording reads Protect your loved ones. Download your nation’s contact tracing app. Again
two different types are shown with and without the Royal Mail indicia applied at Gatwick and
Dorset and S.W. Hants respectively, both in October.

Downstream Access Mail
This article was written in response to a philatelic query received concerning mail without
traditional stamps. The items of mail were all processed by what is known as Downstream
Access Mail. Your editor has displayed a few such items at a Member’s Evening but here is a
fuller description. So, what is it?
Downstream access or DSA is mail that has been collected and distributed by a competitor of
Royal Mail but is handed over to the Royal Mail mail centres for final processing and distribution to
the network of local delivery offices, from where the items of mail are delivered as normal.
The following companies are DSA Providers in the UK:
• Citipost
• Whistl (both DSA and hybrid mail provider)
• MiPost (both DSA and hybrid mail provider)
• The Delivery Group (which includes Secured Mail and ONEPOST)
• UK Mail (part of DHL)
• DX Network Services
• ONEPOST
• Northern Mail (both DSA and hybrid mail provider)
• FDM PLC (both DSA and hybrid mail provider)
• Swiss Post Solutions (both DSA and hybrid mail provider)
With the end of the Royal Mail monopoly, some DSA providers are moving into the delivery market
themselves, in major conurbations and so that mail does not even reach the Royal Mail network.
DSA companies are also known for innovation and have developed hybrid mail services. The
hybrid service takes electronic documents, produces real mail items which are delivered to their
intended recipients. DSA mail makes up an ever-increasing proportion of mail in the UK. Having
said that, a high proportion of mail is still sent to Royal Mail by these third party companies for the
‘final mile’ delivery as it is sometimes called. In 2011 99.8 per cent was handled this way. (Source
Solidarity Magazine) There are 41 licensed postal operators in the UK, including the Royal Mail
but only the latter has a universal delivery obligation. Any mail received without a stamp, Horizon
label or smart stamp, but which has some other marking is Downstream Access mail, or, a
privately distributed mail item, such as Scout Post, but that is a different story.
In the top right hand corner of a piece of DSA mail will be a box usually containing the words
Delivered by and the Royal Mail indicia plus at the bottom a licence number and in the example
illustrated overleaf left, this is 10017. To the left will be the DSA company name or logo. A C9 will
always appear on mail which is from a company, a bank and so forth for a specific reason, such as
a utility bill, a letter, bank statement or tax demand, but A9 will be ahead of the licence number on
any item of advertising mail.(See the example overleaf right.) In some cases there may be an
image of a stamp issue and wavy lines in the form of a postmark. In other cases there may be an
image related to the organisation sending the mail item, for example a charity or as in the case of
the example below right, a logo for the seed company Thompson and Morgan (from 2011).

A New ABC of Terminology (Continued)
Tab: In the philatelic context it is an appendage to a stamp such as an attached coupon, label or
tab. The best known are the those attached to the base of the stamps of Israel. The tabs have
some pictorial design or motif related to the stamp itself and the stamps should be collected with
these tabs still attached.
Tied: This refers to an adhesive stamp which is still attached to the original piece of mail, so an
envelope, postcard or wrapper and where the cancel extends over both the stamp and the
envelope, postcard or wrapper showing genuine use. Tied also refers to stamps ‘on piece’ so
attached to a portion of the original item of mail.
Transit mark: This is a term used for a postal marking applied by a post office between the post
office of origin and receiving post office. They can be applied on the front or back of a cover, card
or wrapper.
Triptych: This term is used in the art world and transferred to the philatelic world it has a similar
meaning, three panels or tablets and applies to three joined stamps which have different but
connected designs.
Unappropriated die: This is a strange term which has been applied to certain British varieties and
should probably be more correctly ‘unappropriated plates’. The term refers to duty plates which
have blank labels were an inscription can be printed at a later time so that they can be
‘appropriated’ to any purpose.
Unsevered: This term is used for a stamp that is undivided, so can refer to either a block or a pair,
which might be imperforate or perforate and so can be said to be in the state that they were
originally issued.
Varnish line or bars: These are diagonal lines or bars of uncoloured varnish applied to the face
of a stamp to prevent successful removal of the cancellation.

The Eastern Telegraph Company
The Editor was sent a photocopy of the cover illustrated overleaf and dated 30th May 1902 with a
request for any information about the Eastern Telegraph Company. The result of my searching is
detailed below.
In 1869, John Pender founded the Falmouth, Malta, Gibraltar Telegraph Company and the British
Indian Submarine Telegraph Company, connecting the Anglo-Mediterranean cable, Malta to
Alexandria, to Britain and India, respectively. The London to Bombay telegraph line was
completed in 1870. The Eastern Telegraph Company or ETC was formed by John Pender in 1872

and resulted from the amalgamation of several other companies, namely the Mediterranean
Extension Telegraph Company, the Malta and Alexandria Telegraph Company, the AngloMediterranean Telegraph Company, the Falmouth, Gibraltar and Malta Telegraph Company,
the British-Indian Submarine Telegraph Company and finally the Marseilles, Algiers and Malta
Telegraph Company. It became the largest cable operating company in the world having 160,000
nautical miles of cables.
The Eastern Telegraph Company expanded the cable length from 8,860 miles on its founding to
22,400 miles just 15 years later. The Company steadily took over a number of other companies,
including the Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company which resulted in a
change in name to The Eastern and Associated Telegraph Companies in 1902.
During World War I all cable services out of Great Britain came under the control of the
government. The Eastern Telegraph group profited from this due to the diversion of business to
India and East Asia, away from the German-owned overland routes. Telegrams were also used in
preference to letters which would be delayed due to the limited number of civilian ships. There was
increasing competition in the first decades of the 20th Century from companies using radio
communications such as those operated by Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company. In 1928 the
communications methods of the British Empire were merged and the resulting company was first
known as Imperial and International Communications Ltd, but from 1934 as Cable and Wireless
Limited. Information gleaned from Grace’s Guide to British Industrial History and Wikipedia entry
on Cable and Wireless.

Some useful website links
The following links were suggested by the member of the public who found our website as
mentioned on the front page of this Bulletin.
Hobbying at Home: The Ultimate Guide to Stamp Collecting
https://hobbiestogether.com/hobbying-at-home-the-ultimate-guide-to-stamp-collecting/
Topical stamp collecting: How to start thematic philately
https://www.2-clicks-stamps.com/article/topical-stamp-collecting.html
How to Get Your Kids Interested in Stamp Collecting
https://ourparentinglife.com/how-to-get-your-kids-interested-in-stamp-collecting/
8 Things to Consider When Collecting Stamps
https://www.chubb.com/us-en/individuals-families/resources/8-things-to-consider-when-collectingstamps.html
Is your stamp collection worth anything?
http://www.stormthecastle.com/stamp-collecting/is-your-stamp-collection-worth-anything.htm
How Should I Store and Display My Stamps?
https://brixtonchrome.com/pages/how-should-i-store-and-display-my-stamps
How to Care for a Stamp Collection
https://mystampguide.com/stamp-collection-care/
And I would like to add one more link
Index of philatelic articles
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Index_of_philatelic_articles

Snippet of news
Changes to come with the Post Office Post and Go or Self-service kiosks

Royal Mail are looking to change the self-service kiosks which can be found in some Post Offices
and are used to dispense Post and Go stamps and labels where the customer weighs and posts
their items of mail. A long report was published last summer and it is available if you would like to
read it via the link at the end of the article. This came to my attention when reading the Norvic
Philatelics blog.
The report states that the Post Office estate includes around 650 self-service machines or kiosks
which are spread across 230 branches. Of these kiosks 69 are directly managed branches
(DMBs) and 160 are in Agency branches and most of these are in 121 branches of WH Smiths.
Many of the kiosks take cash and card payments, 619 in total and these are known as SSKs or
Self-Service Kiosks and 33 are card only kiosks and referred to as SFKs or Small Format Kiosks.
Many of the machines are around 7 years old.
Some enhancements and changes are expected or should I say are on a wish list. These include
the issue of automatic proof of posting to customers and smaller machines to take up less space
in retail settings.
https://assets.crowncommercial.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/RM6094-Post-Office-Ltd-NextGeneration-Self-Service-Devices-PTME-Webinar_compressed.pdf

Royal Mail New Machin values and colours
A set of three new Machin definitives, and four new country definitives were issued for the new
postal rates which came into force at the start of the year. They are: Marine Turquoise £1.70,
Aqua Green £3.25, and Plum Purple £4.20. They were issued on 23 December 2020. The new
country definitives for the four nations of the United Kingdom each have a denomination of £1.70
and feature the pre-existing 2013 designs of an English oak, a linen slip case, the thistle and the
daffodil. Source: All About Stamps 22nd December 2020

Austria Covid stamp produced on toilet paper
Austria issued a stamp to help with the global fight against Coronavirus but it is somewhat
different. The stamps depicts a baby elephant which has been used as the symbol in the country
to encourage social distancing. There is another reference to an issue encountered during the
pandemic, as it is printed on toilet paper to mark the shortage of this product. The stamp is the
same size and shape as a standard sheet of toilet paper and ten stamps placed side by side
measure one metre, which is the social distance in some countries.
Austria Post says, ‘'In a collaboration with an Austrian toilet paper manufacturer, a self-adhesive
foil made from paper manufactured from natural fibres was bonded to the reverse side of the toilet
paper in order to make it more resistant to tearing and to make it possible to detach the stamp
easily. Another original feature is the perforations of the stamp, which are typical for toilet paper.’
The supplement on the stamp of 2.75 Euro is for a charitable cause.'
Source: All About Stamps 30th October 2020

USA new issues
Brush Rabbit stamp
A new United States stamp was due to issued on 24th January for use as the postage rate for an
additional ounce of first-class domestic letter mail. The rate increased from 15¢ to 20¢ on the day
the stamp was issued. The non-denominated 20¢ Brush Rabbit stamp is sold as a coil of 100 and
in a pane of 20, which means there are two distinct varieties.
Source: Linns Stamp News 1st January 2021

USA Love Stamp
A new non-denominated (55¢) Love forever stamp was due to be issued on 14th January. The
first-day-of-issue location for the stamp was Loveland, CO.

“The city’s Chamber of Commerce has teamed up with the Postal Service for more than 70 years
for an internationally renowned Valentine Remailing Program. Every year, more than 100,000
valentines, packaged inside larger envelopes, are sent to Loveland, where volunteers handstamp
them with a Valentine’s Day verse and send them on to the intended recipients. A contest is held
each year for residents to submit their designs and verses.”
Source: Linns Stamp News 4th January 2021

Royal Australian Air Force Centenary
A pair of stamps is due to be issued on 8th February in Australia marking the centenary of the
Australian Air Force. The RAAF actually commemorates its centenary on 31st March 2021 and in a
a parallel with the RAF, traces its history back to the Australian Flying Corps, established in
September 1912. The Australian Flying Corps or AFC was part of the Australian Imperial Force in
WWI. Royal was added to the title of the Australian Air Force on 13 th August 1921 after approval
by King George V. At the close of WWII the RAAF was the fourth largest air force in the world.
There are two stamps with face values of $1.10 and $3.30 and also a minisheet, stamp pack, first
day cover and two maxicards in the issue.
Source: Australian stamp Bulletin.

Online purchases
Back in August 2020 Linns Stamps News asked readers about their thoughts on online stamp
purchasing on eBay, Delcampe and HipStamp. We have had at least two pieces that I recall on
this topic in the Bulletin. The following link has a brief summary of the responses.
https://www.linns.com/news/world-stamps-postal-history/online-auction-selling-tips-for-ebaydelcampe-and-hipstamp
Some responders stated they did not know where to start with online bidding, others said that the
postage costs would affect the maximum bid they were prepared to place, others prefer to buy
straight away and not enter an auction. Fast and cheap items does not always work out well
commented another person, as material sent from some countries can take months to arrive. A
useful tip if you are buying several items from one seller is to wait for an invoice to be prepared as
this works out favourably with postage costs.
Source: Linns Stamp News 4th January 2021

Discounted postage rates in Singapore
It was reported on 6th January that the postal service in Singapore (SingPost), will be offering
discounted postage rates for sending greeting cards within the country and overseas in the run up
to Chinese New Year. The rates ae applicable for stamped and franked greetings cards posted
between 22nd January and 13th February.
Postage rates for non-standard size greeting cards sent to a local address are 30 cents or 37
cents, depending on weight, a reduction from the regular postage rate of 60 cents. For greeting
cards sent overseas the cost will be either 70 cents or 80 cents, depending on the weight and
destination, which is a saving of around 60 percent.
Source: A report on Yahoo News Singapore 6th January 2021

