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Editor’s Introduction 
Welcome to the July edition of the Bulletin. The Society is sorry to report the passing in 
recent months of I R Lloyd, D Parnall and W John C Pinnell. We welcome two new 
members, Warwick Morris and Brian Stonestreet to the Society and say welcome back to 
Susan Featherstone. 
Thank you to those members who contacted me one way or another after the last Bulletin 
was sent out. I am pleased that a member alerted me to an incorrect name, caused by bad 
typing and autocorrection, which appeared in the article ‘100 Years of Radio’ written by John 
Davies. ‘During the Second World War there was Allan Lidell with the news’ should have 
read ‘During the Second World War there was Alvar Lidell with the news’. 
There is still no update regarding a replacement civil service venue for face to face meetings 
and so they remain suspended. Please see the AGM reports for more details.  
This edition contains the AGM type reports and accounts. We plan to hold the AGM in 
September on Zoom, but the reports are included here as usual for all members. If you have 
something to raise at the meeting but are unable to be online, please contact the Secretary 
on the email above and your points will be raised and a reply sent after the meeting.  
We have a new website and the new address is https://cspsuk.wordpress.com 
Items for the next Bulletin should be with the Editor by 1st December 2022 please. 
Margaret 

  
GB Special Stamp Programme 2022 
28th July – Commonwealth Games, hosted by Birmingham 
1st September – To be announced 
29th September – Royal Marines 
19th October – To be announced (Possibly an issue commemorating the Centenary of the 
BBC) 
3rd November – Christmas 
24th November – Tutankhamen (Centenary of the Discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb) 
 
Postal rates for ordinary mail and parcels increased on 4th April, after the increases to meter 
mail and business rates in January. First class up to 100g is now 95p, a large letter to 100g 
£1.29 and second class letters 68p and £1.05 respectively. A small parcel up to 2kg first 
class is £4.45 and second class £3.35. Medium parcels going by first class mail to 2kg are 
£6.95 and the rate for second class is £5.35. 

Jersey Post 
Jersey Post has won the Philatelic Campaign of the Year at the World Post & Parcel Awards 
2022. The company has been recognised for its emotive ‘Flockdown’ stamps, a set of 
commemorative stamps, designed to lift people’s spirits and give people hope during the 
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Covid-19 pandemic. The eight winning stamps feature colourful ‘lockdown birds’ and are the 
result of a creative collaboration between Jersey Post and Berni Martin. Berni, a Jersey 
resident, set herself a project to paint a bird every day during Jersey’s first Covid-19 lockdown. 
Brought to life by Jersey Post’s philatelic team, the stamps generated a powerful response and 
the story was picked up internationally. The World Post & Parcel Awards are in their 23rd year 
and are a world-renowned programme dedicated to showcasing emerging talents and the 
latest innovation and best practice within the mail and express services industry. 
From a Jersey Post Press release 13th May 2022. 

 
What you missed at recent Zoom meetings… 
10th January 2022 The rise of the flying boats and Empire Airmail  
A talk and display by Susan Burn. 
The route to New Zealand was covered by Short Brothers flying boats. The first items were 
from Sue's father's collection and her own. The first crossing of the Tasman Sea was made 
in 1928 by Charles Kingsford-Smith. One of 16 covers from the return crossing was shown 
and a telegram to the sponsors, The Sun newspapers. Throughout the display Sue illustrated 
the story with postcards, photographs, covers, newspaper cuttings, original letters and other 
ephemera. 
Imperial Airways started in 1933 and a cover was shown flown to Singapore and onwards on 
a survey flight. A flight to Brisbane was described and a photo shown of the hangar and the 
return flight to Melbourne. The first regular mail service to Australia was introduced on 8 
December 1934 whilst mail destined for New Zealand then went via the regular mail steamer 
service. The route for mail from Africa was to Cairo by aircraft and then by steamer to 
Europe and from Brindisi to Great Britain by train. The Mozambique - Australia Imperial 
Airways route linked with the existing services within Africa via Cairo and special first flight 
covers were distributed throughout the Empire. An item from 1934 Mozambique to Australia 
was shown. 
A letter to Charles Ulm, a co-pilot, describes him being asked to get the mail contract for 
Australia, but not a service to New Zealand which would possibly be run as a feeder service. 
Qantas Empire Airways was founded in 1934 to represent Australia’s interests and operate 
the contract from Singapore, initially to Brisbane and eventually Sydney. A notice showing 
places where it would call was displayed but landing rights were also required.  
The British Government announced the Empire Airmail Scheme on the 20th December 1934. 
Mail would be carried at the ‘all up’ rate of 1 ½ d per ½ ounce between most countries in the 
Empire. Imperial Airways ordered 24 large engined flying boats from Short Brothers to be 
known as type S-23. The aircraft could carry a mail load of almost 3 tons, 15 passengers and 
a crew of 5, but it cost £240 return to Australia 1st class. The Centaurus was one of the first 
to be built. Sue showed a number of postcards showing production of the planes, headed 
paper and pictures. The Capella service started in 1937 and a Dolby philatelic cover was 
shown, but this had to go by steamer. There was a multi card showing a pontoon which was 
used for embarking passengers onto the plane. The Courtier crash occurred on the 1st 
October 1937 and three were killed. A cachet was added to mail and it was of note that these 
flights had rattan, loose chairs in the 1920s.  
Sue moved onto the inaugural Flight of Capella on a service from Karachi with a cover dated 
23rd February 1937. Due to bad weather, all mail was transferred to train and steamer 
partway. A survey flight was carried out Darwin to Sydney. There was an excursion flight 
made over landmarks at low level. The aircraft Centaurus made its maiden flight in 
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December 1937 and a cover for the survey flight made that month was shown and there 
were some test letters sent. The survey flight went from Darwin to Sydney.  
On 3 December 1937 G-ADUT Centaurus left Southampton with the aim of surveying the 
route to New Zealand. A maiden flight cover was shown, but the Auckland flight cover Sue 
owns probably was not flown, as there was no real capacity to carry extras including mail or 
a parachute and a tender boat was required. Pan American Airways wanted to start a route 
to Australia and influence with President Roosevelt was used to gain agreement from the 
New Zealand Government for a regular service across the Pacific. PanAm conducted a 
survey flight across the Pacific and a picture was shown of the British and United States 
boats in the harbour together. A goodwill flight was made from Auckland to Wellington and a 
flight ticket was shown.  
Airmail post boxes were blue and a special notice about the Empire Airmail Scheme was 
shown giving the rates and so on. A Southampton to Singapore survey flight cover was 
shown with its cachets. The first mail to Australia arrived on 23rd February 1938 and a 
Qantas Empire Airways leaflet was shown. DLH operated a feeder service to Germany, 
Athens to Berlin, and a cover from Perth then flown by DLH was shown. The 4th July 1938 
was the date of the first ‘all the way’ flight and a cover GB to Australia was displayed. 
The New Zealand Government was desperate to start a regular Trans-Tasman Service. 
Whilst waiting for the new scheduled service to begin, Kingsford-Smith approached the 
Australian and New Zealand Governments with a proposal to operate a twice weekly service. 
He formed the Trans-Tasman Air Service Development Company as the vehicle for this 
proposed service on the 6th June 1934 and presented his proposals to the Australian 
Government on the 24th July. We were told this was not only dependent on subsidies from 
both Governments but the use of non-British Aircraft, DC2s, pending the start of Imperial 
Airways. KLM was the competition from 1934 and postcards and a cover were displayed. As 
an interim measure Charles Ulm was asked to operate a special flight to collect the mail from 
the first Imperial Airways regular service. Unfortunately, he was killed attempting a Pacific 
flight on the 3rd December 1934, so even if he had survived, he would not have had time to 
organise such a flight,  
The decision was to obtain the mail contract for Australia but not New Zealand, with possibly 
use of a feeder service. A press release announcement of the formation of Tasman Empire 
Airways Limited (TEAL), the forerunner of Air New Zealand on 24 August 1938 was 
displayed and an image of a Brady pontoon, other pictures and a cover. The Centaurus 
Survey Flight Auckland to Wellington was made on 31st Dec 1937. Sue said it is unusual to 
have photographs taken on board the flight deck of a flying boat, especially on a survey 
flight. These were private photographs taken by Captain Stuart-French on the flight showing 
himself at the controls and the crew in position. No mail has been identified as being carried 
on the flights within New Zealand. Two aircraft were released to New Zealand. A 1937 
brochure followed and G-AFCZ flew to Australia 11th July 1939, but the cover shown was 
not on the route. The New Zealand ‘Aotearoa’ was shown in a photograph and some mail, as 
on 26th August 1939 a survey flight from Sydney was made.   
An Australian cover charged a double rate was shown, consisting of 5d, UK to New Zealand 
1 ½ d and UK to Australia 5d. The route to Sydney hugged the coast and Townsville was 
used as the overnight stop. Letters which were an exchange of correspondence between Mr 
A E Rudder, who represented Imperial Airways in Australia and Major Brackley, Imperial 
Airways Air Superintendent in London, were shown and the subject was the intended 
location of the flying boat base in Sydney. Mr Rudder suggested using Rose Bay and he set 
out what was needed. Cover and cards of the Rose Bay base were shown but the cachet 
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was incorrect. There was a three times a week service Australia to United Kingdom and a 
timetable was shown. 
For the flight on to Fiji in October 1939 a survey cover was shown. No postal markings were 
applied but ‘per Aotearoa’ was added. A letter and cover from Tonga was shown and a letter 
concerning the setting up of Union Airways of New Zealand added to the story. On 1st April 
1940 BOAC was born as Imperial Airways and British Airways Limited. Awarua delivery flight 
photographs were next, two stamps, and a logo label. Wartime suspension occurred and the 
service never returned. There was a cover New Zealand to the United Kingdom and a 
postcard and a luggage tag.  
Mail from Hong Kong to San Francisco then used Imperial Airways. Into World War II by 
June 1940 the Horseshoe Route was disrupted and mail went by steamer from Africa to the 
United Kingdom. The Horseshoe Route ran from New Zealand to India and New Zealand to 
Africa and covers were shown. In World War II mail went from India to Auckland to the USA 
via the Pacific in 1941. It could also travel by PanAm via Hong Kong for eight shillings and 
the mail then went across the Atlantic to Lisbon, as Portugal was a neutral country and 
BOAC operated a service between Whitchurch and Lisbon. A transatlantic cover was shown 
from July 1940, a PanAm direct flight to New Zealand and the ANZAC Clipper from the 6th 
March.  
A cover was shown which went by ship as the flown Pacific route was stopped due to Pearl 
Harbour on 14th December 1941. A flight ticket from a 1943 Tasman flight and baggage 
labels followed, a war time 1944 cover into Australia and from November 1947, the last flight 
of the ‘Aoteoroa’ including a picture of the tea room. 
New planes were coming into use and from the RMA Tasman 1946 a menu and ticket were 
shown. Other ephemera of Qantas Empire Airways included hotel stays. There were 
priorities on flights and passengers could be removed from the flight list if a more important 
person or an urgent load needed to travel. Items from the archive included a commercial 
cover in 1948 1/6 per ounce, a Short Brothers and Harland Limited letter, postcards and 
covers.    
Margaret Emerson gave the vote of thanks and members applauded on screen in 
appreciation. 

 
7th February 2022 New Zealand back of the book  
A talk and display by John Biddlecombe and one of our members. 
Part 1 Pigeon post 
John started by saying that pigeon post goes back in excess of 2000 years being used by 
the Romans to carry mail. Julius Caesar is said to have used pigeon carried messages in his 
conquest of Gaul. The Greeks sent the names of the victors at the Olympic Games to their 
various cities this way. In the 12th century, messenger pigeons were used in a regular 
service in Baghdad by the merchants. Before the advent of the telegraph they were used by 
stockbrokers and financiers. The government established a civil and military system in Java.  
Many other financial institutions used them and in 1870 and 1871 they were employed in the 
Siege of Paris and there was renewed training of pigeons for military purposes.  
New Zealand started pigeon post due to the steamer SS Wairarapa which was wrecked off 
the coast in 1894 with the loss of 121 lives. She was a well known steamer on the Auckland 
to Sydney route, carrying 65 crew and 170 or so passengers. The vessel was homeward 
bound from Auckland on 28th October 1894 when after passing the North Cape, it ran into 
dense fog. The Captain maintained a fast 14 knots through the dark and foggy night but a 
combination of being on the wrong course, not allowing for the vagaries of local currents and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Wairarapa
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the fast pace, resulted in the ship hitting the cliffs near Miners’ Head off the coast of Great 
Barrier Island. Some on board were swept away by the heavy seas and two lifeboats took 53 
to safety. Some more made it to shore by swimming, many clinging to the rocks for 30 hours. 
It took three days for news to reach Auckland on the 1st November 1894.  
The only regular connection between the community on Great Barrier Island and the 
mainland was provided by a weekly coastal steamer, the SS Argyle. It returned to the Great 
Barrier Reef to help collect mail and the bodies, a task that took 19 days. One hundred bags 
of mail were recovered, obviously with stamps washed off and John showed a copy. Sixty 
people were buried on Great Barrier Island and others  on the mainland. Despite its remote 
location the news gained international attention dominating newspapers in New Zealand and 
Australia and running for two days in the London Times.  
The use of carrier pigeons developed between the Island and Auckland. The rate was paid 
by the use of local issue postage stamps, the world’s first postage labels for airmail. The 
postage labels were issued by two rival companies, The ‘Great Barrier Island Pigeongram 
Agency’ and the ‘Great Barrier Postal Pigeon Service’. A keen philatelist suggested 
producing a stamp costing a shilling, rather than what was currently being charged, 1/6 per 
item. Each stamp had the design based on an ornament on Valentine and greetings cards. 
The service ran into some internal troubles which resulted in the remainder of stamps, about 
1500, being sold to an English firm Whitfield King and Co. The stamps were produced in 
blocks of nine in three rows. Three stamps were shown from the rows and it was possible to 
see details of the different faults. 
New stamps were then produced but New Zealand Post objected to the wording mentioning 
post, so they were overprinted ‘Pigeongram’ and accepted. New Zealand post had autonomy 
on producing postage stamps. The stamp is quite rare, as only 240 were printed, 20 sheets 
with a 3 by 4 format, and were first used on the 24th August 1899.  They were reprinted 
again with the wording pigeongram. A mining corporation on another of the islands wanted to 
use this type of mail as well, so they used pigeons to send mail across to the mainland. A 
special issue was produced overprinting these stamps with the words Matari and 
Pigeongram and they are extremely rare.  A photocopy was shown. Later it was produced in 
red and one from John’s collection was displayed. The mines went into liquidation in 1900, a 
small number of these stamps were used and the agency of course was in competition. It 
cost a shilling to go out to the Barrier Island and six pence to return to Auckland. It was quite 
a feat to train the pigeons to go back to Auckland but it was easier to train them to go from 
the islands to the mainland than vice versa. An unused pigeongram form was shown and a 
pigeon could fly about a half dozen of these forms at once, rolled up and placed into a 
capsule.  
The earlier issues were subject to forgery, people realising that they were collectible and the 
first forgeries were produced in 1899 in America. The lines on the forgeries are much clearer. 
John mentioned that dealers and auction houses sell the forgeries for much the same price 
as the originals, as they don't probably know the difference, but they are fairly easily spotted. 
Great Barrier Island's pigeongram service ended when the first telegraph cable was laid 
between the island and the mainland in 1908. 
It has been commemorated quite a few times. In 1978 the Auckland Philatelic Society 
wanted to commemorate the anniversary, so they produced a special pigeon flight to fly 250 
birds from Great Barrier Island to Auckland and on arrival the messages were sent on in a 
special envelope. The birds were handed in one by one via a sliding window on the aircraft 
as their basket was too big for the plane doors,100 being loaded on the first flight and 150 on 
the second aeroplane. Wet weather meant the loss of some birds and mail which meant only 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Barrier_Island
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about 1000 envelopes survived the second flight. In 1958 at Stampex an airmail cover was 
produced and a special handstamp was issued by New Zealand Post but no stamp issue 
was made.  
Part 2 New Zealand Life Insurance Department stamps 
The New Zealand Life Insurance Department was established in 1869 and together with 
other government services enjoyed franking privileges. The department paid an annual 
amount but felt there were being overcharged, because the amounts were based on 
periodical accounting, ie counting how many envelopes went through during a particular 
week.  It was agreed that they would pre-pay and stamps of a distinctive character, purely 
official in use were needed. The first issue of six had a lighthouse design and the wording 
State Security Life Insurance Department and VR for Victoria Regina. The department 
received a supply of paper from De la Rue in London and although not used exclusively for 
these stamps, it is known as the life insurance paper. The design has rays of light in the land 
about the lighthouse and the value is in words to the right and left. There use was possibly in 
part to advertise the life insurance department despite the costs involved in designing, 
printing, shipping them out to New Zealand and so on.  
Due to plate wear, new stamps were needed in 1903. An advert placed to ask someone to 
design the new stamps had no takers. De la Rue produced new plates without the Royal 
Cypher and with the addition of a window in the lighthouse. The stamps were all withdrawn in 
1907 and not used again until 1933. The colours were changed to bring them in line with the 
current postage stamps of New Zealand and postal regulations. A shilling value was not 
produced because a number of the large life insurance offices were using stamps and the 
larger offices postal meters, so used copies of the high values are harder to acquire. A 
change in rules at this time meant that the stamps could be sold to collectors, but only on the 
first day of issue. The later issues had images of actual New Zealand lighthouses, bar one, 
Eddystone lighthouse in the UK. It is said this was featured as a tribute to the British 
heritage. Decimal stamps were not ready in time, so the existing stamps were overprinted, 
but a decimal set of lighthouses was issued in 1969. Then in 1981 a new design reverted to 
stylised lighthouses and finally all the Government Life Insurance Department stamps were 
withdrawn on 1st December 1989.   
The vote of thanks was given by Margaret Emerson. Margaret commented that when she 
contacted John about a display, he said it would be of back of the book things and items 
members perhaps may not have seen before.   

 
7th March 2022 Fifth Clause Post, Embossed Envelopes and Advertising Envelopes  
A talk and display by Ian Marshall 
Ian started his display by explaining that he was a GB collector and there was no rhyme nor 
reason to why he had picked the three topics he was going to cover. The three topics did not 
disappoint. 
He started with the Fifth Clause Post which was so called after a Postage Act. Francis 
Freeling the Postmaster General was open to ideas and as Penny Post was not widely 
acceptable, the Post Office Act of 1801 was an attempt to introduce a new postal system. 
Under the penny post system local areas could charge what they wanted to run a service, 
with this being underwritten by say a lord of the manor and the Post Office was not 
responsible for losses. 
It started in May 1802 and ran in two parts. There were no handstamps bar one for 
Shaftesbury and only one example of this is known in red. It was not that popular to run 
because you could not charge for newspapers or official mail, which was allowed under 
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Penny Post. In 1820 a few handstamps were in use, 16 or so are known in total including 
Shaftesbury in black. One Fifth Clause Post system was in Pembrokeshire and an example 
of a postmark changed hands for hundreds of pounds at auction recently. You can find Fifth 
Clause described incorrectly as Penny Post by sellers. 
Ian showed an example of Shaftesbury in black, it was part of a Penny Post system and 
there was a Number 2 receiver mark of the village. The next examples showed the spread 
from Shaftesbury to Devon. A second example was shown of the four types. They are boxed 
sometimes and an example from 1829 posted in Wincanton via Shaftesbury came next. The 
third type had indented corners to the box. Shepton Mallet was in the same group as 
Crewkerne, Holsworthy and Shaftesbury. The Shepton Mallet example is H rated for scarcity. 
Crewkerne of the third type down to Devon was next with a number 4 and an Okehampton 
cover to Plymouth to follow with an 8d charge. The cancels are not that clear in the main. 
There was a Wincanton example on a small envelope and from 1820 a clear Holsworthy, 
Devon early example. This item had Free post marked and so no additional charge could be 
levied, so this item was not making money and as there was so much of this type of mail, it 
failed. A Newcastle, Staffordshire example in red was next and an example heading north 
with a Carlisle additional mark, followed by a second later example in a box in red.Ian started 
collecting when they were affordable but they are becoming more expensive now. 
Embossed stamps 
The embossed 1s green was the first, in 1847, with the design based on the Wyon Head. 
The initials WW are in the base of the bust for William Wyon, but when collecting them the 
postmark often covers it! Embossed postal stationery cut outs from the 1880s can be sold 
erroneously as these stamps. Dickinson Thread paper was used with two thread lines 
running down the stamp and the best place to view is on the reverse. It can be seen from the 
front but not as clearly. Cut square and not to shape examples are more valuable but people 
tend to cut to shape. Embossing was done at Somerset House, rather randomly at times, 
with one stamp even running into the adjacent stamp. A pair of Die 2 were shown and a 
letter with a cut to shape copy. Ian explained he likes the stamps but they are not always 
pretty. An example on a mourning cover to India was next with good margins and at the base 
a Scots local cancellation.  
The 10d value was issued in 1848, a pair and one on cover being shown with an added 1d 
pink embossed, as there were different ways to make up the rate. A Crimean War letter was 
next containing a sad story from a woman writing to her brother to say her son had been 
killed with the details. This was charged at the 10d rate. The 6d value was issued later and a 
watermark reversed copy was shown on a mourning cover. There are many mourning covers 
but these covers were sold at half the price of ordinary stationery.  
Into the postal stationery era now and the envelopes were embossed at Somerset House.  
Here the owners envelopes were embossed with the correct charge, which means perhaps 
the different rates needed to send business letters to various places. It must have been 
worth the effort printing them and receiving them after payment. Any envelope could be used 
and so varieties in blue, light or heavy paper are seen. Some paper is very thin, almost like 
tissue paper. 
At various periods they were dated, not at first though and this stopped again towards the 
end of Victoria’s reign. Emblems appeared and not dates. Examples in different sizes and 
shapes and for different dates were shown. Companies customised the envelopes 
accordingly and one shown was 10½ d on a large envelope. There are endless combinations 
to collect. The dies evolved over time and dies 1 to 3 were used for embossed stamps and 4 
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onwards for postal stationery. Different rates were shown including a used example to 
Germany with a late fee payment made by using a penny lilac.  
Postal use including for the telegram and 12 words cost 6d. The form was pre-printed and 
then you wrote the message. There are different shades and designs and so this is an 
endless area of collection. Ian explained he was not an expert but liked the variety. A 1s on a 
form allowed double the words and the example shown was of die 10, dated 1883. The 
overseas use of telegrams was next at a special rate of 10d. Dies wore out as so more of 
these were produced and then a change of design came in 1880.  
Registered mail firstly was covered to £5 for 1d and for up to £30 value you paid 11d. These 
had pre-printed flaps on the envelopes and they come in many shades. Unused examples 
were shown with a frilly edge to the flap. The embossing comes in emblem and date form 
and examples from the 1870s to 1880s were shown. Used examples were next and some 
are hooded, some not, with a circular shape for hoods and slightly oval without. Larger 
envelopes were sent for the same price as it was a fixed charge. Ian commented that they 
come in small, medium and huge! 
Advertising 
Advertising mail developed in the Victorian era and the period of industrial change, as this 
made it suitable for marketing of business with advertising slogans and logos. Two examples 
of the Illustrated London News were shown sent overseas. They have the FB Foreign 
Branch handstamp. The next examples were W H Smith, who were major users. The 
advertising mail consists of common ones and ones that cost a lot more with WHS at the 
cheaper end. Made up of an embossed stamp in the middle they have the W H Smith 
superimposed logo around the stamp.  W H Smith comes at the top and this was not done at 
the same time, so outside of Somerset House and as a result they might not be aligned, but 
probably the embossers became more skilled or their work would be rejected. Examples of a 
1d were shown which is much as the Penny pink, the 1½ d which does not look good in the 
ring of W H Smith who sent many newspapers to overseas colonies and our armies. (See 
image end of article left.) There are a lot of Foreign Branch cancels. Examples of the 2d 
value were next which Ian told us looks pretty in terms of colour and design and these 
included an example with an extra 2d stamp added. The 3d was shown with various different 
dates on the stamp and Ian commented that hundreds of thousands were produced. When it 
comes to the 4d, not as many are seen and then the 6d again has a design that again does 
not sit well. (Shown middle at the end of the article.) 
Smith Elder and Co of Cornhill London were publishers and Henry S King and Co was 
absorbed into the company. King’s had a private post office approved cancel which was 
shown. Examples of the 1s green for Smith Elder’s were shown but the embossed stamp 
shape used in the centre does not sit well. A publication The Home News by Grindlay and 
Co., mainly known as bankers to the Indian Army and later assumed into Standard 
Chartered, produced the paper with advertising embossed stamps on the wrappers. Mainly 
1d, 2d and 3d values were used. Ian commented that some examples of advertising 
stationery are rare and it is not unusual for them to sell for £300 or so.  
Other examples included J F Pawson and Co. haberdashers in London, Alldays and Onions 
and William Paul and Sons. Stafford Smith and Smith from Bath were early stamp dealers 
and Henry Smith started publishing The Philatelist. After moving to Brighton, Henry also 
started making stamp albums. Another stamp dealer was William Lincoln of High Holborn, 
London and is famous for the Lincoln Album. Parkins and Gotto were stationers and made 
smart leather travelling bags as well and used their envelopes to show prices on the flap, but 
once stuck down it would not be visible. The British Workman was a monthly publication 
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1855 to 1890 and an example of their advertising ring was shown. Three W H Smith 
wrappers to a A W Burkhill Esq Shanghai were next at 1d, 2d and 2½d. Today Shanghai has 
24 million people but the contents must have reached him at this time, as he seems to have 
received regular newspapers. One had the Newspaper Branch handstamp and the others FB 
and different costs, 1d for one, 2d for 3, and 2 ½ d for a third and for different weights. On an 
international note was an envelope to Santa Cruz, California and another to the Wiltshire 
Regiment in Quetta, India with nice FB cancels. W H Smith had different designs and one 
was shown to Austro-Hungary with a Foreign Branch M handstamp in 1892, which is for the 
morning, so a little more unusual, (shown below right), one to Hanover and the final example 
was to Zurich. Ian is not sure why dates were added into the design but it seems a lot of 
effort and they were used for about 15 years. 
The images below are from Ian Marshall’s collection and display and reproduced with 
permission.  

   

                  
After Ian had taken some questions from members, Margaret Emerson gave the vote of thanks 
on behalf of the society and members applauded in appreciation. 
 
4th April 2022 Lord Nelson The writeup of this talk and display by Tony Davis and also the 
Postcard Evening on 16th May and the 6th June meeting have been held over to the next 
Bulletin as there was a lot to fit in this time. The Editor had also hoped to start a new section 
on Perforations to follow from the ABC of Terminology which was completed last time, but 
that has also been held over. 
 

Postal History and Postmarks 
Looking back… 
The ‘Post Early in the Day’ slogan cancel had a long period of use in Great Britain across 
four monarchs, starting with King George V. An example from July 1937 is shown below left 
cancelling a George VI definitive and below right from November 1963 cancelling a Wilding.  
 

         
 

In 1972 some of the treasures from the Tomb of Tutankhamun were on display at the British 
Museum, London. This special machine cancel, shown below left and here applied in London 
in April 1972 advertises the exhibits. On 24th November this year Royal Mail will be issuing 
commemorative stamps marking the 100th anniversary of the discovery of the tomb as you 
will have seen in the GB stamp listing.  
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Royal Mail have commented in recent months that the impact of online shopping has had an 
impact on the business and also increased volume of parcels they handle. Is it so new? The 
internet and online ordering are relatively new, but this slogan cancel below right, applied in 
Harlow in November 1980 states, ‘Everyone’s shopping by post these days’.  
 

   
 
Recent postmarks 
A small selection of recent machine cancellations are shown overleaf. 
 

   
 
Firstly above left, a slogan marking the 70th anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession and here 
applied at the Glasgow Mail Centre on 31st January. Above right is a slogan for International 
Women’s Day 8th March 2022 and the additional Break the bias wording. I am ready to be 
shot down in flames but should that not have been Womens’ Day? 
 
The last of the recent markings for this edition is one for the Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal 
and the details for donating to the Disasters Emergency Committee, DEC. 
 

                    
 

A cancellation mystery 
The cancellation above right was applied to a package I received from a sender in Durham, 
posted on 26th April 2022. The cancel appears to be a self-inking canceller used at Post 
Office counters by the wavy line edge. The middle, where you would expect to see the place 
and date detail, is blank and there is no evidence of any of the printing even faintly. So, what 
is going on? Was it a temporary canceller, is it a true dumb cancel, a faulter canceller or was 
it another experiment with cancelling the new bar coded definitive stamps? Any thoughts or 
examples from members would be welcome. 
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CSPS Accounts to 31st January 2022 
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REPORTS FOR THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022 

Normally these reports would form the main part of the CSPS AGM Minutes and would have 
been read by Members at the AGM meeting with proposers and seconders as appropriate. If 
Members have any queries to raise or comments then please send them to the Secretary, 
especially if you will not be online as we plan to hold a much delayed AGM on Zoom.  
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2021/22 
I am very pleased to report that after two years of delays and uncertainty CSPS has returned 
to more normal working.  Having to abandon any chance of holding club meetings, many 
reasons, not least the loss of a venue, very high and increasing travel costs for non-working 
members, etc. means that our secretary has through the expenditure of very considerable 
time and effort, has found a simple to access on line system called Zoom. 
I have so far been able to attend 5 of the monthly sessions.  The presenters and their 
presentations have been excellent. The system allows items, write up pages for example to 
be seen close up.  I fully recommend CSPS members to join the increasing number that 
have so far enjoyed the meetings.  The secretary will no doubt have more to say on how to 
access the Zoom meeting.  
I need also to express my thanks to the support in keeping the CSPS up and running to the 
other Council members, the Secretary for the labour intensive task of producing the Bulletin 
whilst keeping tabs on everything else. To the Treasurer for keeping us from financial ruin, 
not helped by the heavy reduction in commission from the Exchange Branch, largely due to 
the ever increasing burden of postage charges. 
A big thank you to the often overlooked Postal Auctioneer, a vital member of the team who 
creates a way for members to offer their items to others. This year is a bumper sale, details 
will be in the Bulletin. 
Robert (Bob) van Goethem, President 
 
CHIEF EXCHANGE BRANCH SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 2021/2022 
The Exchange Branch (EB) has recovered from the uncertainty of the past years.  I am 
pleased to report that all the packets sent out in the 2021 year have been returned and the 
contributors have had their books returned with monies from sales. To compliment this the 
2022 release of packets have been circulating, two have indeed been returned and are now 
awaiting my audit. I am sorry to say that the EB has lost two members from the circulation 
list. I am not surprised when a member declares the time has come to stop adding to their 
collections. Most of our EB members are long term collectors looking for the scarcer or better 
quality examples to complete areas, so items not often seen in club packets. We have 
gained a couple more members including a new Kent group so there are 15 entries on the 
distribution list including groups. 
Although getting smaller the EB is still able to operate but it has also lost three main 
“bookmakers” over the past two years, this is proving hard to overcome.  However, I have 
links with my local club in North Herts. They now have a new Chief packet superintendent 
who is also a member of CSPS and the EB circulation.  Through his good offices I have 
received a number of uncirculated books that he has made up which will help to keep us in 
business. 
Once again the Royal Mail has shown its intention to increase postage rates.  Very soon I 
can foresee EB members leaving, quite reasonable in view of our as reported losses in 
bookmakers and members. I am unable to counter this by increasing the total value of 
packets beyond the £700 limit due to the insurance risk. I will however try to put as many 
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books into packets as possible within that limit. I will do everything possible to keep the EB 
up and running.  
 
If members would like to drop me a line with their thoughts on the future viability of the EB 
then please do so, e-Mail address in the Bulletin. 
Robert (Bob) van Goethem  (C)EBS 
 
MEMBERSHIP AND RECRUITMENT SECRETARY’S REPORT 2021/2022 
As in previous years, overall active membership has declined through both death and 
members giving up collecting but also with Bulletins being returned as "Gone Away". We 
don't treat these as "final", without confirmation - especially, as we do have members 
"resurfacing" again! There was just one new member this year - welcome to Warwick Morris 
- who we are told was in that ideal of Governments jobs (for a stamp collector?) the 
Diplomatic Service! 
Ian Briant 
 
SECRETARY`S REPORT 2021/22  
During the past year the CSPS moved to online meetings using Zoom. The number of 
people attending the physical meetings had dropped substantially over the last few years, 
ranging from just 3 to about 10 members at most meetings, which obviously means that it is 
not viable to hire a room at substantial cost. It is fully appreciated why members are unable 
to attend, location, age and the cost of travel, the time of day, particularly in the darker 
months of the year, probably covers it. I personally feel that continuing with online meetings 
is the only way that we can meet just now and it is another way of CSPS surviving, together 
with the Exchange Branch, postal auction and The Bulletin. We reach our 75th anniversary 
next year! 
We have had a number of successful online meetings since last October, as you will have 
seen in the write ups in the January/February Bulletin and also in this edition. I’d like to thank 
those members who helped by giving displays and to those who attended. Another 
advantage of a Zoom meeting is that we can invite guests to attend more easily, as there's 
no restriction on non-civil servants entering official buildings. We have been trying different 
times for the meetings and initially we started at 6:30pm but have recently moved to 7:30 pm, 
as that probably fits in more easily with people eating an evening meal, but still ending at a 
reasonable time.  
Most of my secretary duties have revolved around updating membership lists and I've also 
been keeping in regular touch with Bob, Ian and Steve as the other council members, to 
keep things ticking over behind the scenes. On top of my secretary duties as you know, I 
also complete our programme and finding speakers to give online displays is substantially 
easier than trying to find people who are willing to travel into London for low meeting 
attendances. 
I am willing to stand again as your Honorary Secretary.  
Margaret Emerson 
 
TREASURER`S REPORT For year ending 31st January 2022 
I am pleased, as your Treasurer, to present the attached accounts with this report for last 
year. 
Although, I admit, I had thought that we might now be back to "business as usual", with the 
loss of our meeting location of Bush House (and no obvious replacement) plus lingering Covid 
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worries, we have been unable to resume "in person" monthly meetings. However, despite the 
apparent original lack of enthusiasm, our transformation into an on-line society with meetings 
by Zoom seems to be working well (even if I continue to have equipment issues - must get a 
new PC!). So perhaps this is the "new normal" for us? 
In terms of finances, this makes little or no change to our postal activities - Auction and 
circulating packets - but we do now have the monthly charge and annual subscription for the 
Zoom calls - £94 for the second half of last year. There are some offset savings in terms of 
speaker expenses & refreshments but, together with the loss of the commission from meeting 
auctions and any table sales, our overall expenditure will now be higher - note the reversal of 
last year's surplus into a loss of £129.  
Of course, last year was boosted by almost £800 from the initial tranche of sales from the 
Library, which have inevitably tapered off to a more modest £67. However, we continue to 
benefit from the generosity of both past and present members with a welcome boost to the 
Exchange Branch from commission earned on sales of Ron Oughton's collection of £300. 
Otherwise, activity in the Exchange Branch and Insurance Fund accounts has resumed, albeit 
at a low level. 
If, as I have speculated above, we continue as an on-line and postal society only in future, 
then there will be challenges to our finances but, hopefully the limited impact this has had over 
the last year will enable us to continue for a few more years, at least. 
Ian Briant 
 
The accounts for the year are shown on page 11. Your Council has verified the figures in the 
financial statements for the period 1 February 2021 to 31 January 2022 and is satisfied that 
the statements accurately reflect the state of the finances of the Civil Service Philatelic 
Society for the period. 
 
EXCHANGE BRANCH INSURANCE COMMITTEE`S REPORT 2021/2022 
With only modest financial transactions arising from the Exchange Branch core function, 
there is nothing of note to report. 
Ian Briant 
 
POSTAL AUCTIONEER`S REPORT 2021/2022 
Thanks to members for making the 2021 Postal Auction a very successful event. We had a 
total of 318 lots and sold almost half of them. The lots sold for over £1000 and made a profit 
for the society of £84. 
I am happy to continue as Postal Auction if members so wish. 
Steve Daniels 
 
BULLETIN EDITOR`S REPORT 2021/2022 
The twice yearly Bulletin is the main way that most members maintain contact with the 
Society, as a relatively small number attend our now online meetings or are members of the 
Exchange Branch. I'm grateful as always to those who have submitted articles for the Bulletin 
during the past year and for the comments received after publication. It's nice to know that 
people read it and enjoy the effort that is put into producing it.  
The cost of postage has increased, again, but as always the CSPS look around for good 
deals on second class stamps and either purchase cheaper stamps or older 
commemoratives from dealers to use as postage. 
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Our website has been given a revamp during the last 12 months, as our website guardian as 
it were, Michael Whiffin, informed us that the licence for the old site was coming to its end. 
He has worked hard to produce an updated version at no cost to CSPS and for that we are 
most grateful. Any thoughts or comments from members would be most welcome. The new 
website address is on the front page. 
I am willing to continue as your Bulletin Editor.    
Margaret Emerson 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS - No new nominations have been received and the following are 
willing to stand for another year in post.  
The Council is: 

President: ROBERT VAN GOETHEM   
Vice-President: Vacant 
Secretary: MARGARET A EMERSON        
Treasurer : IAN BRIANT 
Membership Secretary: IAN BRIANT 

     Chief Exchange Branch Superintendent:  ROBERT VAN GOETHEM 
Meetings Organiser: MARGARET A EMERSON 
Ex-officio Members of Council:  
E B Superintendents:- Vacant 
Bulletin Editor:  MARGARET A EMERSON       
Postal Auctioneer:  STEVE DANIELS 
Speaker’s Secretary: MARGARET A EMERSON 

 
Views from the Membership 
Are we being Americanised? 
In recent years when Royal Mail has listed the topics for issue for the following year, there 
seems to be a gap towards the end of the year, ie in September to November, where Royal 
Mail states ‘To be confirmed’. It so happens that last year the gap was filled on the 17th 
September 2021 by ‘Heroes and villains’ from the American comics - namely Detective 
Comics with Batman etc. What is this to do with British culture? It should be said that Batman 
came from the artist Robert or  Bob Kane, 1916 to 1998, and appeared in Number 27 of 
Detective Comics published in May 1939. He joined with M C Fleicher, 1883 to 1972, who 
was responsible for ‘Betty Boop’ and Popeye the sailor and was an animated film producer. 
The various stamps might appeal to some as to say at least they are colourful but surely 
Royal Mail should consider some of our own comics of the past, if they must. For example, 
for those who actually read stories in serial form, there was The Hotspur ‘Champion’ and The 
Rover. From America we have had already Marvel Comics and Star Wars. 
 
Royal Mail has already featured the Dandy and the Beano but what of The Magnet Library 
which started the best school story paper for boys and girls. It featured one very oversized 
schoolboy ‘Billy Bunter’, who came to life in 1908 from the pen of Charles Hamilton who used 
the pen name Frank Richards. He was drawn by Mr C H Chapman, considered to be the 
best ‘Bunter’ artist. The school which Billy Bunter attended was Greyfriars and the form 
master Mr Quelch often gave him six of the best (corporal punishment using a cane on his 
backside) for taking food when caught. From the success of the Magnet came The School 
Friend which featured Billy's sister Bessie Bunter of the Girls of Cliff House School. In March 
1924 a piece of sheet music was given in that issue entitled ‘Bessie - The pride of the school’ 
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with music composed by Toni Farrell and words by Tom Richards. There were three verses 
plus chorus. To give readers an idea the first verse was: 
 

‘We have good looking girls, we have girls that are plain,  
we have dark and fair again and again! 
But one of them is different from any we've seen. 
Need I tell you her name? You all know whom I mean!  

 
Chorus: Bessie the pride of the school, Bessie the light of our eyes,  
when you first meet Bessie the buxon you get a tremendous surprise.  
She's a character watch’er like a hunter 
perched on the old tuck shop stool. 

 But we must not affront her she's our Bessie Bunter,  
 our Bessie the pride of the school.’ 

 
In this day and age we may think that such publications are politically incorrect but for the 
times when the publications were available, especially during the Second World War, when 
there was a paper shortage, such publications gave a great deal of pleasure. They are a part 
of our history. If we wanted science fiction we received it in 1951 with the Eagle and Dan 
Dare, the pilot of the future.  
Although not exactly a comic there was a splendid publication which appeared on Saturday 
the 18th January 1879 called ‘The boys own paper’ and cost one old penny. This was more 
of a literary publication to attract well known authors of the day. One of which was Talbot 
Baines Redd, 1852 to 1893, perhaps the most well known school story writer. Captain W E 
Johns of Biggles fame contributed a serial from April 1952. Eventually there was B.O.P. 
annual and the last edition was in February 1967.  
In Britain we had a wealth of comics and other literature suitable for all boys and girls of all 
ages. As previously mentioned some more pictorial than others. There was ‘Radio fun’ and 
‘Film fun’ which featured well known celebrities of the day such as Tommy Handley of ITMA 
fame, ‘It's that man again’, Old Mother Riley and her daughter Kitty. As for ITMA, it was 
heard on the Home Service radio in the evening from 7:35 PM to 8:05 PM. The scripts were 
by Ted Kavanagh and the programme ran from early 1939 to 1949, when Tommy Handley 
suddenly died of a brain haemorrhage. The programme had many characters such as Mrs 
Mopp an office cleaner whose catchphrase was ‘Can I do you now Sir?’, Jack Train played 
the part of Colonel Chinstrap who always had a new gadget to demonstrate, Horace Percival 
was the voice of Ali Oop, the Diver and Claude, Sidney Keith played Sam Scram and not 
forgetting the ladies were Jean Capri as Poppy Poopah and Clarrie Wright with her 
catchphrase, ‘Good morning - nice day’, Hattie Jakes played Sophie Tuckshop and as the 
name suggests was fond of food in spite of rationing being imposed at that time. 
So there we have it, just a very few thoughts from a bygone era when the nation laughed as 
Tommy Handley became minister of Aggravation and Mysteries, c/o The Office of Twerps. 
He had a secretary Dotty, played by Vera Lennox. Maurice Denham played the Russian 
inventor Vodkin.  
There were of course comics for girls such as Bounty, but the point is that here in Britain we 
are awash with so much humour that we do not need American imports or other overseas 
comic characters. So let us celebrate what we have, not what we do not have. 
John Davies  
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Finally…. New stamps for old - The Swap-out scheme for your non-data 
matrix Machins 
Royal Mail announced in February this year that the Machin stamps without the new data 
matrix code at the side would become invalid for use after 31st January 2023. They advise 
using them up but they can be exchanged for new stamps by Freepost. There was some 
confusion as to which type of stamp would be invalidated and it looks now as if it is just 
Machin stamps of any value including regionals and not the special Christmas issues as well. 
Commemoratives remain valid and there are no plans for them to have data matrix codes 
added, but how many do you see on mail anyway?  
You will need a form to swop your stamps from either www.royalmail.com/barcodedstam and 
you send your stamps and the form to Freepost SWAP OUT, or, by contacting Royal Mail’s 
Customer Experience team on 03457 740740 to request a form and a Freepost envelope, or 
by visiting a local delivery office Customer Service Point.  

 
 

 

 

http://www.royalmail.com/barcodedstam

